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SUBJ: CRASH OP PRESIDENT EYADEMA'S AIRCRAPT 
REF: LOME 0215 

SUMMARY: RELIGIOUS SERVICES 28 JANUARY BROUGHT TOGETHER 
PRENCH AND TOGOLESE CLERGY, MILITARY, AND GOVERNMENT 
REPRESENTATIVE IN IMPRESSIVE JOINT HONORING OF LAMA KARA CRASH 
VICTIMS DELAIRE AND CATTIN. FRENCH CHARGE POUND PRESENCE OP 
ALMOST ENTIRE GOVERNMENT REASSURING. NEVERTHELESS THERE WERE 
MANY INSTANCES OP WIDESPREAD RELIEF ON PART OF TOGOLSE THAT 
CRASH WAS RESULT OP SABOTAGE, A VIEW REPORTEDLY HELD BY EYADEMA 
HIMSELP. DESPITE POREGOING, NO ONE PREDICTS DISTURBANCES. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. PUNERAL MASS POR DELAIRE AND CATTIN WAS SAID BY ARCHBISHOP 
DOSSEH AT LOME CATHEDRAL THIS MORNING, 28 JANUARY, IN PRESENCE 
OP ENTIRE GOVERNMENT, EXCEPT INJURED MINISTERS MALOU AND AI.IDOII 
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AND MINISTER OP INPORMATION EKLO, WHO WAS IN LAMA KARA 
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ASSISTING IN "ANIMATION" OF LOCAL MILITANTS AND OF DELEGATIONS 
COME TO EXPRESS THEIR GRATITUDE EOR PRESIDENT EYADEMA'S ESCAPE 
EROM DEATH IN JANUARY 24 CRASH OF HIS PRESIDENTIAL AIRCRAET 
AT LAMA KARA. 

2. MOST OE SENIOR TOGOLESE MILITARY WERE PRESENT AND TOGOLESE 
MILITARY UNITS PLAYED PROMINENT ROLE AT CATHEDRAL AND AT 
SUBSEQUENT CEREMONY AT LOME'S PRINCIPAL CEMETARY, WHERE BODIES 

WERE TAKEN EOR BRIEE STAY PRIOR TO BEING SENT TO ERANCE EOR 
BURIAL. BOTH CEREMONIES WERE TOUCHING AND LATTER WAS SETTING 
EOR SENTIMENTAL BUT NOT MAUDLIN SPEECHES BY ERENCH MILITARY 
COUNSELOR ROANTANI AND CHARGE D'AFEAIRES DARASSE. RONTANI 
USED OCCASION TO READ CITATIONS OE DELAIRE AND CATTIN, WRITTEN 
PRIOR TO THEIR DEATHS, IN WHICH PRESIDENT EYADEMA LAVISHLY 
PRAISED THEIR PROFESSIONAL SKILL AND THEIR DEVOTION TO HIM 
AND TO TOGO. DARASSE, TURNING TO NINE MEMBERS OE GOVERNMENT 
PRESENT, SAID THEIR PRESENCE WAS "REASSURING." 

3. IN UNPLEASANT CONTRAST TO THIS, IT IS EVIDENT THAT BELIEF 

IS WIDESPREAD AMONG TOGOLESE, EVEN AMONG MANY WHO SHOULD KNOW 
BETTER, THAT CRASH WAS FRENCH SABOTAGE EEFORT. DURING BROAD- 
CAST CARRIED AT HOUR WHEN MOST LISTENERS ARE AT WORK, AND 
NOT CARRIED OR REPEATED ON MORE WIDELY HEARD 0600 AND 1230 
BROADCASTS, NORMALLY MODERATE SECRETARY GENERAL OF NATIONAL 
CONFEDERATION OE TOGOLESE WORKERS RAPHAEL BARNABO REPORTEDLY 
MADE ALLEGATIONS OE IMPERIALIST (ERENCH) COMPLICITY IN CRASH 
WHICH WERE EVEN HARSHER THAN EKLO'S. WHILE SOME MEMBERS OE 
GOVERNMENT, NOTABLY FOREIGN MINISTER HUNLEDE ARE SAID TO 
DEPLORE EKLO'S TACTICS, I HAVE HEARD YET ANOTHER REPORT THAT 
EYADEMA HIMSELE APPEARS TO BELIEVE ACCIDENT WAS RESULT OE 
SABOTAGE. ERENCH RESENTMENT OE THESE ALLEGATIONS REMAINS 
HIGH. 

4. DESPITE EOREGOING, NO ONE IS PREDICTING DISTURBANCES HERE, 

EVEN ISOLATED ONES. EVEN PEOPLE WHO SAY THEY BELIEVE ERENCH 
DELIBERATELY CAUSED CRASH DO NOT DEMAND VENGEANCE. PERHAPS 
TIME WILL HEAL BREACH THIS EVENT HAS CAUSED, BUT EKLO WILL 

BE WORKING OVERTIME TO SEE THAT IT DOES NOT. MEANWHILE, EEEORT 
TO BUILD EYADEGA UP INTO AERICAN HERO OE INTERNATIONAL STATURE, 
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NOBLY STRUGGLING AGAINST IMPERIALIST FINANCIAL INTERESTS, 

WILL PRESUMABLY GO DISMALLY ON. 

DICKINSON 
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